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Journalist Receives Media Award for Forensic Nurses Article 
American Academy of Nursing presented Barbara Cotter, Colorado Springs Gazette, 
the excellence in media award for article about forensic nursing at Memorial Health 
Central in Colorado Springs. 
Washington, DC (November 20)—On October 17, the American Academy of Nursing presented the 
2013 Johnson & Johnson Excellence in Media Award to Barbara Cotter, journalist with the Colorado 
Springs Gazette. The award was presented at the Academy's annual policy conference in Washington, 
DC. 

Several years ago, the Academy established the media award to recognize exemplary journalism that 
reports on health or health care with accurate and appropriate inclusion of nurses’ contributions or 
perspectives. 

This year, the Academy received several excellent nominees, but Cotter’s article stood out for its depth 
and journalistic excellence in informing the broader public about the work of forensic nurses. The article 
centered on the very serious problem of sexual assault and abuse, and how forensic nurses comfort the 
victim and help investigators to bring criminals to justice. 

The article, titled “Victims’ Allies,” appeared last summer in the Colorado Springs Gazette. Cotter, told the 
story of Kim Nash, a forensic nurse at Memorial Health Central in Colorado Springs. 

And by following Kim through an examination of one sexual assault victim, the reader learns how a 
forensic nurse examines and collects evidence—all the while comforting and healing both the victim’s 
physical and mental wounds. 

Barbara Cotter is a veteran journalist, who has reported on a wide range of topics. Barbara currently is 
the business editor at the Colorado Springs Gazette and was the paper’s social services and health 
reporter. 

In accepting the award, Cotter encouraged all nurses “to call their local papers when they are doing great 
work or doing interesting programs and to share them with the readers and community.” 

 “Most reporters love telling stories, good ones, and the forensic nursing story was that story for me and,” 
said Cotter “I appreciate the recognition for it” by the Academy. 

Award selection committee was chaired by Diana Mason, Academy’s president-elect and professor of 
nursing and the co-director of the Center for Health, Media and Policy at Hunter College; committee 
members included Jackie Judd, former vice president for communications at Kaiser Family Foundation 
and Kaiser Health News; and Judith Leavitt, consultant and former faculty member at the University of 
Mississippi. 

The award is generously sponsored by Johnson & Johnson. Visit www.AANnet.org for more information 
on the award. 

# # # 
About the American Academy of Nursing 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.AANnet.org) serves the public and the nursing profession by advancing 
health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, and dissemination of nursing knowledge. The 
Academy's more than 2,000 fellows are nursing's most accomplished leaders in education, management, practice, 
and research. They have been recognized for their extraordinary contributions to nursing and health care. 


